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The Parish of Cardiff 
St Mary the Virgin 

When Mass 
Begins... 
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Ê 

louder! 

louder! 

 Hush 
 
 EveryoneÊisÊquiet. 
  
  EveryoneÊisÊstill. 
 
   IÊhearÊtheÊbellÊring. 
  
 TheÊorganÊbeginsÊtoÊwhisper. 
  Gentle,Êgentle, 
   likeÊaÊbreeze, 
   glidingÊthroughÊpipes. 
  
  AndÊthenÊitÊblowsÊaÊgreatÊbig 
    whoosh! 
   ofÊmusicÊintoÊtheÊair. 
  
  Boom! 
   Bang! 
    Blah! 
 
  IÊlaugh. 
 

   ItÊisÊloudÊandÊgettingÊlouder! 
  
  ItÊtakesÊmyÊbreathÊaway. 



 

 

‘AllÊ thingsÊ brightÊ andÊ
beautiful,Ê allÊ creaturesÊ
greatÊ andÊ small,Ê allÊ
thingsÊ wiseÊ andÊÊÊÊÊÊ
wonderful,Ê theÊ LordÊ
GodÊmadeÊthemÊall…’ 

 

Ê 

IÊfeelÊGodÊnearÊme. 
  
 IÊhearÊhisÊwhisper. 
  
  Gentle,Êgentle, 
   likeÊaÊbreeze. 
 
 GodÊisÊgladÊtoÊbeÊhere.Ê 
 
  IÊsitÊatÊhisÊfeet. 
 
    HeÊsmiles. 
 
     ItÊtakesÊmyÊbreathÊaway. 



 

 

God 

 

Ê 

 TheÊpeopleÊstandÊtoÊsing. 
 
  SomeÊsqueakÊlikeÊlittleÊmice. 
 
   SomeÊshout!ÊlikeÊgiants. 
 
   SomeÊopenÊtheirÊmouthsÊbutÊmake 
    
    no sound at all. 
 
  TheyÊareÊsingingÊinÊtheirÊhearts. 
  
 IÊthinkÊtheyÊareÊgladÊtoÊbeÊhere. 
  
 TheyÊlookÊaround. 
 
  PerhapsÊtheyÊareÊlookingÊforÊGod. 
 
   TheyÊmakeÊmeÊsmile. 
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‘LetÊmyÊprayerÊrise 
likeÊincenseÊbefore 
you,ÊtheÊliftingÊup 
ofÊmyÊhandsÊas 
theÊevening 
sacrifice.’ 
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IÊknowÊGodÊhasÊheardÊmyÊlittleÊvoice. 
 
 HeÊalwaysÊhearsÊmeÊwhenÊIÊpray. 
 
  IÊtryÊtoÊbeÊquiet. 
  
   IÊtryÊtoÊbeÊstill. 
   
 IÊtryÊtoÊlistenÊtoÊGodÊspeakingÊtoÊme. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
           Hush. 
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       ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...higher,   
      ÊÊÊÊÊÊ...and 
  TheÊsmokeÊrisesÊhigh... 
 
  itÊswirlsÊandÊdances,   
        
   itÊfillsÊtheÊair 
   withÊaÊsweetÊÊsÊmÊeÊlÊlÊ.Ê.ÊÊ. 
 
 IÊwatchÊtheÊsmokeÊplayÊinÊtheÊsunshine. 
 
  IÊimagineÊIÊamÊsmoke. 
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TheÊpriestÊbeginsÊtoÊspeak. 
  
 L-o-n-gÊwords. 
  BIGÊwords. 
   CleverÊwords. 
    WordsÊforÊgrownÊups. 
 
 MyÊvoiceÊisÊlittle, 
  myÊvoiceÊisÊnotÊlikeÊtheÊpriest’sÊvoice. 
 
 IÊfeelÊsmall. 
  IÊfeelÊasÊtinyÊasÊtheÊspider 
   spinningÊitsÊwebÊinÊtheÊcorner. 
 
 GodÊseesÊtheÊspider. 
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 IÊsayÊaÊlittleÊprayer. 
 
     ÊÊÊ ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...higher, 
     ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ...andÊ 
 MyÊprayerÊrisesÊhigh... 
 
  itÊswirlsÊandÊdances, 
  fillingÊtheÊair, 
   
 risingÊtoÊGod,ÊlikeÊsmoke, 
   
    likeÊaÊsweetÊÊsÊmÊeÊlÊlÊ.Ê.Ê. 
      likeÊpÊeÊrÊfÊuÊmÊeÊ.Ê.Ê. 
 
 IÊwatchÊmyÊprayerÊplayingÊinÊtheÊsunshine. 
 
 IÊimagineÊmyÊprayerÊisÊsmoke. 
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TheÊchurchÊsmellsÊlikeÊheavenÊsmells. 
  
 HeavenÊisÊclose. 
  
  ItÊisÊnotÊfarÊaway. 
  
   ItÊisÊneverÊfarÊaway. 
 
    IÊlookÊforÊheaven. 


